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Abstract

Hardly a day passes without hearing the news of a person’s suicide here
or there, as if life no longer has value for a person, and this fact is what prompted
the World Health Organization to sound the alarm, after it found that suicide had
become widespread in the world and published its report Under the title (Suicide
Prevention — A Global Necessity), and announced the need to take care of
mental Health as part of public health, because what psychological human crises

are exposed to may lead to suicide.

A quick look at the position of the various legislations on suicide, we find
there is a great difference, some legislations recognize the human right to death,
while other legislation punishes the mere attempt to commit suicide, and to clarify
that we have covered in this research the definition of suicide and its related

acts, as we have explained The position of different legislation on it.
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The first topic: Meaning of suicide?
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28 Wet toetsing levensbeéindiging op verzoek en hulp bij zelfdoding

2% — Andre Janssen, The New Regulation of Voluntary Euthanasia and Medically Assisted
Suicide in the Netherlands, International Journal of Law Policy and the Family September
2002 16(2):260-9.H. Jochemsen, Update: the legalization of euthanasia in the Netherlands

Article in Ethics & medicine: a Christian perspective on issues in bioethics - February 2001.

(1) —  Chapter I. Definitions of Terms: Article 1

For the purposes of this Act:
b. assisted suicide means intentionally assisting in a suicide of another person or procuring
for that other person the means referred to in Article 294 second paragraph, second sentence
of the Penal code
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32 Art. 114: “Any person who for commendable motives, and in particular out of compassion
for the victim, causes the death of a person at that person’s own genuine and insistent request

is liable to a custodial sentence not exceeding three years or to a monetary penalty.
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https://www.admin.ch/opc/en/classifiedcompilation/19370083/201803010000/311.0.pdf

33 Any person who for selfish motives incites or assists another to commit or attempt to

commit suicide is, if that other person thereafter commits or attempts to commit suicide,
liable to a custodial sentence not exceeding five years or to a monetary penalty
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34 Medical — ethical guidelines “End— of- life care”

https://www.samw.ch > dam > guidelines_sams_end_of life_2012

35). Patients’ right to self-determination

Every patient has the right to self-determination. The full and accessible explanation of the
medical situation to the patient or his representative, in good time,

is a precondition for them to be able to make their own choices and reach their

Own decisions. This requires sensitive, frank communication, and a readiness on

the part of the physician to explain the possibilities and limitations of both curative treatment
and palliative care

36 The patient’s disease justifies the assumption that he is approaching the end of life.

— Alternative possibilities for providing assistance have been discussed and,

If desired, have been implemented.

— The patient is capable of making the decision, his wish has been well

Thought out, without external pressure and he persists in this wish.

A third person, who is not necessarily a physician, has checked this.

— The final action in the process leading to death must always be taken

By the patient himself.

4.2. Killing on request
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Even if requested seriously and insistently, the killing of a patient must be refused by the
physician. According to Article 114 of the Criminal Code, killing on request is a criminal
offence.

Medical — ethical guidelines “End- of- life care”

https://www.samw.ch > dam > guidelines_sams_end_of life_ 2012

37 Medical — ethical guidelines “Management of dying and death”

https://www.samw.ch » dam » guidelines_sams_dying and death

38 Gauthier S, Mausbach J, Reisch T, Bartsch C, Suicide tourism: a pilot study on the Swiss
phenomenon. J Med Ethics. 2015 Aug;41(8):611-7.
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|. Euthanasia Code 2018/ REVIEW PROCEDURES IN PRACTICE'
https: //www.euthanasiecommissie.nlEuthanasieCode_2018_ENGELS_def

[I. Medical — ethical guidelines “End- of- life care”

httos://www.samw.ch » dam » guidelines sams_end of life 2012

[ll. Medical — ethical guidelines “Management of dying and death”
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